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Working Together to Tackle 

Disability Hate Crime  

Facts and Figures 
- What you need to know 

 

 A quarter of all hate crimes involve disabled 
victims with 65,000 in 2010/11, an average of 
1,250 each week across the UK (British Crime 
Survey) 

 

 9 out of 10 people with learning difficulties have 
been a victim of a hate crime and bullying 
(Mencap 2010) 

 

 Disabled people are four times more likely to be 
victims of crime compared to non-disabled people 
(British Council of Disabled People, 2007) 

 

 Disabled people are more likely to know their 
attacker (All Wales Hate Crime Research 2013) 

 

 23% of cases reported to Safer Wales are 
disability-related. 

 

 Disability-related harassment is a profound social 
problem.  For many disabled people it is a part of 
everyday life. (EHRC 2011) 

 

 A culture of disbelief exists around this issue.  
Many find it difficult to face up to the fact that 
disabled people are the recipients of much spite, 
brutality and exploitation. (EHRC 2011) 

 

 Disabled people often don’t report harassment, 
sometimes because they don’t know who they 
could report it to, sometimes because they fear 
that reporting could make the harassment worse.  
As a result, this behaviour is not investigated, 
recorded, or addressed. (EHRC 2011) 

 

 There were 43,748 hate crimes recorded in the 
UK last year - 1,744 were disability hate crimes, 
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of these 122 were in Wales (Home Office 
Statistics) 

 

 People in England & Wales with mental health 
issues are: 
o three times more likely to be a victim of crime 

than the general population 
o five times more likely to be a victim of assault, 

rising to 10 times more likely if you’re a woman 
In terms of people with a severe mental illness, 45% 
had been victims of crime in the past year. (At risk yet 
dismissed 2013, Mind & Victim Support) 
 

 800 people took part in a National Autistic Society 
survey, conducted in 2012.  Of those that 
responded: 

o 28% had experienced exploitation, theft or 
fraud 

o 28% had possessions or property damaged 
o 24% had been victims of cyber bullying  
o 65% of respondents have experienced hate 

crime more than 10 times 
o 73% of people didn’t report the crime to 

police but of those that did, 54% said the 
police did not record it as a hate crime and 
40% said the police did not act on their 
report. 

 

 There were 23 Disability Hate Crime Prosecutions 
during the period 2011/12 (CPS Wales) 

 

 84% of respondents to Scope’s regular polling 
said negative media coverage about benefit 
recipients is a chief cause of worsening attitudes 
towards disabled people (Scope 2012) 
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